
 

 

 

 
 

Date: January 23, 2018 
 

To:  Chief School Administrators, Charter School and Renaissance School Project Leads 
 

From:  Karen L. Campbell, Acting Chief Accountability Officer  
  Division of Learning Supports and Specialized Services  
 

Deadline: February 28, 2018 

 
Review of 2016 Census Data Used for 2018-19 Title I, Part A Allocations 

 
The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) encourages school districts to review the 2016 estimated population 
and poverty data that was recently released by the U.S. Census Bureau. The Census Bureau data is used by the U.S. 
Department of Education to determine school districts’ 2018-19 Title I, Part A allocations. The NJDOE is sharing these 
data to enable New Jersey school districts to review, and possibly challenge, the accuracy of the poverty estimates 
associated with local school districts, which could ensure they receive appropriate levels of funding. These data are also 
located on the Census Bureau’s website. 
 
The data for each school district reflects the Census Bureau’s estimate using a statistical model that incorporates 
information from various sources, such as economic data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, recipients of 
Supplemental Security income, federal income tax records, and participants in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program. 
 
The Census Bureau maintains school district boundary information for all school districts, and provides population and 
poverty estimates only for those districts included in the school boundary survey. Therefore, the data does not include 
districts without geographic boundaries (e.g., charter schools, renaissance school projects, county vocational school 
districts). In September 2015, the NJDOE asked school districts to review and verify their 2015-16 boundaries, which 
were used to determine the 2016 population and poverty estimates. The Census “TIGER” application provides 2015-16 
boundary maps. If you have questions regarding school district boundaries, email the NJDOE at geo@doe.state.nj.us. 
 
School districts have until February 28, 2018, to review the 2016 population and poverty estimates and challenge 1) 
inaccuracies in the data used for the estimates and/or 2) the preparation or processing of information to define the 
school district’s geographic boundaries. As part of the data review process, the NJDOE encourages school districts to 
review the Census Bureau’s methodology and data sources. If your district chooses to challenge the Census Bureau’s 
estimates, please review the challenge procedures, and then contact the Small Income Area and Poverty Estimates 
(SAIPE) Branch at sehsd.saipe@census.gov or call (301) 763-3193 with the following information: 
 

 Name 

 Mailing address 

 Telephone number 

 Email address 

 Organization affiliation 
 

Thank you for taking the time to review your district’s 2016 population and poverty estimates from the Census Bureau.   
 
 

c: Members, State Board of Education   
 NJDOE Staff     NJ LEE Group 

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network   Garden State Coalition of Schools 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/title1/funding/
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/saipe.html
https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerweb/
mailto:geo@doe.state.nj.us
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/saipe/about.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/saipe/about/contact/challenges.html
mailto:sehsd.saipe@census.gov

